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Review: Seymour Screen Excellence Enlightor 4K
Home Theater Screen

Lets you put your speakers where they're supposed to go.
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Setup

Unpacking and assembling the screen and its
fixed frame takes twio people. Most users will
have their installers do the work, but | recruited
a friend. Altogether it took a bit more than an
hour, maybe longer, because we had some
ISsUes particular to my setup.
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Axiom YP1B0 Center Channel Speaker

m Lp Close

Audiohalics puts Axiom's latest under
the microscope and likes how the larger

Upon unpacking, lwas surprised with how light
P P J. P J size adds expended bass performance.

and delicate the screen fabrc appeared to be.
| joked that it would make a perfect for a dress
for my daughter, if she needed a dress with a 98 gain. Because the screen is lightweight
and thin, light can pass through it, so it ships with black backing material that covers the
back of the screen. Seymour recommends you use this if the wall {or whatever) behind the
screenis not a solid darlk color. If the spealkers you plan to install are at all reflective
(perhaps they're white or include shiny tweeters) then you should use the backing.
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Feview: Seymour Screen Excellence Enlightor 41

Unlike a lot of screens, the Enlightor doesn't snap to the frame. Instead the material fits into Home Theater Screen

A groove around the edges of the frame. A plastic spatula-like tool is supplied, and once
wie ot the hang of it, we were able to get the matenal installed without a ripple or seam.
The frame itself is covered with a black velvet boarder,
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Lights out

Once the screen was safely up (with room for the speakers behind it), | tried out & series of C)O|9—|_|M|E amém:c r:ﬂr’”,::;“;r’d

projectors and sat back to enjoy a few movies, g’ :Inning
, omes.

YWyhile the most innovative feature about the Enlightor 4K 15 its acoustic properties, it's still a
projector screen, which means it's got to make a good picture first before anyone
considers it. The matenal is ISF certified, which should be a comfort to video enthusiasts.
The company also says that this material is used in some professional studios.
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The Enlightor 4K 15 a white screen with a 98, which isn't a large gain, but it's enough. This
1sn't a screen for a room that will have lights on for much of the time, but some ambient light

didn’'t make the image unwatchable (5o you can have your football party in the room). Mare themed theatars

All the movies and test patterns | threw at the screen looked great. Colors were vibrant. Featured Channels
Elaclks and shadow detail were as good as | expected from the projectors | had available. |
have a small Stewart Grayhawlk which | mowved in front of the Seymour so | could compare
the two—colors, especially yellow, on the Seymour were more vibrant when viewed in a
dark room. YWhile the screen itself does have some slight texture, the image you see
doesn't show this in use. The velvet coating on the frame also did a great job of killing any

spare light from my sloppy tabletop projector setup.
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Off axis viewing can also be anissue with a projection system. If the screen throws all its
light straight back toward the projector, and presumably the viewer, than viewers off to the

side may get a slightly diminished picture. Testing the Seymour screen for this situation
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Creates a bit of a problem. In my room, the 120-inch screen (diagonal) left only a few feet Hot Topics
on other side of the room—it essentially filled the wall. In order to really checl for any .
off-axis light drop off 'd hawve to go beyond the confines of the room. | moved as far to the PR

side as | could twhichwasn't far) and didn't experience any change in the picture. Most

screens are designed to not throwe a lot of light off to the side, because that would result CES 2012
unwanted reflections off the side walls. Still, this is interesting because using an Foothall
acoustically transparent screen can actually kil two birds with one stone. It not only allows Cutdoar AY

wou to hide the speakers, but it also allows you to size your screen so large that no viewers Streaming Media

willl hawve an off-axis view. Cool. Of course, this will depend on how you have your room Speakers
oriented. More hiot topics
Sound up Special Coverage
Seymour says that the Enlightor 4K's unique structure allows sound to defract around the EH Silver
threads, 5o as to not impact sound guality, and it only creates a 2dE attenuation, which is Holiday Gift Guide
easily corrected. In my setup | didn't have installed speakers behind the screen, but | CES 2017
placed some Definitive Technology speakers behind it, and then maoved them to the side .
and bottom (the way they'd be arranged for a non-acoustic screen).

CES

My experience confirmed the company claims. The quality of the sound was unaffected by
the material, and only required a level adjustment to match speakers not behind the screen.
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Final Thoughts

Many people, when thinking of setting up a projector-based home theater, don't consider
that it's a TW-piece systermn. The screen can play as important a part of the picture as the
projector, and inthe case of an acoustically transparent screen, selection plays an
Important role inthe theater's sound as well,

The Seymour =creen Excellence Enlightor 4k material proved that it could deliver on both
picture and sound fronts by displaying a gorgeous, rich picture that wasn't marred by the
presence of speakers placed at an unnatural lewvel.

Seymour Screen Excellence Enlightor 4K Home Theater Screen
In sizes 92-inch to 120-inch diagonal from $2 225 to $3,674 MSRP.
http: iy SevMoUrscreenexcellence . com
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Grant Clauser - Technology and Web Editor, Electronic House

Grant Clauser has been covering home electronics for more than 10 years
with editorial roles in several consumer and trade magazines. He's daone
|=F-level damage to hundreds of reviewed products and has had audio

| training from Home Acoustics Alliance and Sencore. Follow hirm an Twitter
[@oeclauser.
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